
 
 
July 5, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
United States Senate    
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
 

The Honorable Jay Inslee 
Office of the Governor 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Dear Senator Murray and Governor Inslee: 
 
As a member of the Benton Rural Electric Association (Benton REA) Board of Trustees, 
I am elected by my fellow member-owners to represent our collective interests and help 
ensure that Benton REA fulfills its mission of providing affordable and reliable electricity 
to its members. In achieving our mission, we support efforts that encourage regional 
dialogue and cooperation regarding salmon recovery. However, I am highly concerned 
about the severe shortcomings of the Draft Lower Snake River Dams Benefit 
Replacement Report as it relates to electric utility service.  
 
The draft report fundamentally misunderstands the requirements of maintaining a 
reliable electric grid. As an example, the report assumes a diminished importance of the 
LSRDs in a zero-carbon future, but power cost modeling demonstrates the exact 
opposite. With baseload resources being replaced by massive amounts of intermittent 
generation, the LSRDs’ ability to provide on-demand power will become increasingly 
critical for reliable grid operations and public safety, especially under extreme weather 
conditions.   
  
I am also concerned the draft report fails to provide any real examination of the energy-
related CO2 emissions implications of removing the LSRDs. It is very likely that 
removing the LSRDs will delay the completion of a zero-carbon grid by years and add 
millions of metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions to the atmosphere. In doing so, 
LSRD removal actually threatens the viability of the decarbonization policies the region 
has envisioned.  
  
Furthermore, the draft report incorrectly imputes 3rd party commissioned studies with 
the same credibility and reliability as the peer-reviewed and National Environmental 
Policy Act-compliant 2020 CRSO EIS. It should be noted the two commissioned studies 
were paid for by an active plaintiff in on-going court proceedings.  
 
  



 
 
 
 
The report also fails to question the likely effectiveness of dam breaching for salmon 
recovery in light of coastwide declines in Chinook salmon stocks. Undertaking dam 
breaching and the risks it presents to grid reliability, decarbonization mandates and 
customer costs is unreasonable, given the lack of clear scientific evidence that doing so 
would achieve the desired results for salmon. In light of recent studies by NOAA 
Fisheries and Dr. David Welch, it is highly uncertain that breaching the LSRDs would 
recover Snake River salmon stocks. 
 
Finally, losing the LSRDs could increase consumer electricity rates by 25% or more. 
Replacing the generating capabilities of the LSRDs alone would cost $15 billion (net 
present value) in a zero-carbon future. That figure excludes the loss of irrigation, 
barging, recreation and other benefits the dams provide. In the context of other 
inflationary pressures, these cost increases would represent an irreparable harm to 
vulnerable communities across the Northwest, including the low-income and native 
members of Benton REA.  
 
We welcome the opportunity to speak with you and your staff directly about these 
concerns and provide additional documentation. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Connie Krull 
Board of Trustees President 
District #7 – West Richland, Bird Hill and Paradise South 
Benton Rural Electric Association 


