
April 2022 Benton REA 1

Connie Krull
President, District 7

Bob Evans
Vice President, District 3

Catherine Russell 
Secretary/Treasurer,
District 8

Buddy Treadway 
Trustee, District 1

Michael Freepons  
Trustee, District 2

Ron Johnson
Trustee, District 4 

Tim Grow
Trustee, District 5

Scott Fisher 
Trustee, District 6

General Manager
Michael J. Bradshaw
mikeb@bentonrea.org

Your Benton REA
Board of Trustees

In This Issue

April 2022      P.O. Box 1150, Prosser, WA 99350 • 509-786-2913 • 800-221-6987 • www.BentonREA.org

1  Lineworker 
Appreciation

2    Smart Payments, 
Energy Efficiency Tip 
of the Month

3  Surge Protection 
101, Upcoming Blood 
Drives

4  Stay Away From 
Electrical Substations

Lineworker Appreciation
If you have noticed Benton 
REA's line crews working 
on power lines and other 
electrical equipment, it's no 
secret a lineworker's job is 
tough—but it's a job that's 
essential. This month we 
celebrate lineworkers.

The next time you see a 
lineworker, please thank them 
for the work they do to keep 
power flowing, regardless of 
the time of day or weather 
conditions. 

Please join Benton REA 
as we recognize lineworkers 
all month, and follow 
#ThankALineworker on social 
media to see how others are 
recognizing lineworkers.
April 11
Lineworker Appreciation Day, 
Designated by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association

April 18
National Lineman Appreciation Day

We Appreciate You
Members like you are the 
reason Benton REA began 85 
years ago. You are the reason 
the co-op is still here. 

Get a Cookie on April 19,                                            
Benton REA's 85th 
Birthday 
Visit a Benton REA office 
on our birthday, April 19, to 

pick up a cookie. Regular and 
gluten-free sugar cookies will 
be available while supplies last.
Benton REA Prosser Office
402 7th Street                                                
Open 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Benton REA West 
Richland Office
6095 W. Van Giesen St.                                           
Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. ■

A Month of Appreciation 

High-VoltageHigh-Voltage  NewsNews

Appreciation [uh-pree-shee-ey-shuhn]
noun

1. gratitude; thankful recognition
2. the act of estimating the qualities of things and giving 
them their proper value
3. clear perception or recognition

mailto:mikeb@bentonrea.org
http://www.BentonREA.org
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If your electricity is out for more than a few 
minutes:
•  Check your breaker box to see if a circuit 
breaker has tripped.
•  Check to see if your neighbors have power.
•  Report Benton REA outages by calling  
800-221-6987 or 509-786-1626 or use the 
SmartHub app.

COOPERATIVE INFORMATION

BENTON RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Prosser Office
402 7th St. | P.O. Box 1150 

Prosser, WA 99350 
509-786-2913 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
West Richland Office

6095 W. Van Giesen St.  
West Richland, WA 99353 

509-967-2921
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Toll Free: 800-221-6987
www.BentonREA.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

MEMBER SERVICES

This newsletter is produced by the Benton 
REA Member Services and Economic 
Development Department: 
Elecia Copenhaver, Marketing and   
         Communications Coordinator
Troy Berglund, VP of Member Relations
Shannon Olsen, Assistant Member Relations 

Manager
May Hays, Community Relations Coordinator
Ron Mitchell, Electrical Advisor
Eric Miller, Energy Advisor

IS YOUR POWER OUT?

http://www.BentonREA.org
https://bentonrea.org/my-account/smarthub-faqs/
www.bentonrea.org/powertocare
www.facebook.com/bentonrea
www.twitter.com/bentonrea
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A power surge is an unexpected 
increase in voltage. Regardless of 
the cause, power surges can damage 
electronics in your home.

Benton REA offers surge protection 
at your electric meter for only $6 a 
month. But first, let's look at common 
causes of power surges and how you 
can protect your sensitive electronoics.

One of the most common causes 
of a power surge is lightning. When 
lightning strikes an electrical system, 
the excess current must be channeled 
somewhere—unfortunately in many 
cases, it’s sent through a home. Your 
best bet is to unplug all unused devices 
and electronics during lightning storms 
before this happens. 

Electrical overload is another 
common cause of power surges. This 
happens when devices or appliances 
are plugged into an outlet that cannot 
handle the required amount of voltage, 
or when multiple devices are plugged 
into one outlet through an extension 
cord. If you experience power surges 
due to electrical overload, call a 
qualified electrician to evaluate your 
home’s circuits and electrical needs. 

Faulty wiring in a home can also 
cause power surges. Damaged or 
exposed wires can cause spikes in 
voltage, creating potentially dangerous 
situations. If you notice visible burns 
on outlets, buzzing sounds from outlets 
or frequently tripped circuit breakers, 
your home may be due for electrical 
wiring repairs and updates. 

Surges can also occur after a power 
outage. When electricity is being 
restored and reconnected, it’s common 
to experience a quick surge in current. 
Similar to advice for a surge caused by 
lightning, it’s best to unplug sensitive 
electronics during the outage, then wait 
to plug them back in after power is 
fully restored. 

Aside from unplugging devices when 
you suspect a power surge, here are 
three ways you can take additional 
precautions to protect electronics in 
your home.

Surge Protection for $6 A Month
1 Point-of-use surge protection 

devices, such as power strips, can 
protect electronics during most surges. 
Remember, not all power strips include 
surge protection, so read the packaging 
label carefully before you buy. Don’t 
overload the power strip with too many 
devices. 

2 Install specialized electrical 
outlets that offer additional surge 

protection. Talk to a trusted electrician 
to learn more. 

3 Another option is a whole-home 
surge protector, which can help 

protect your home from larger, more 
powerful surges. 

For $6 a month, Benton REA will 
install a surge protection device at 

your electric meter that will protect 
your appliances and electronics from 
surges through the electric power 
lines. This surge protection device will 
not protect against surges that come 
through other lines such as phone or 
cable. You may also want point-of-use 
surge protection devices on equipment 
connected to other lines.

 Occasional power surges are 
inevitable. Unplugging devices when 
you think a surge may occur and 
using power strips or whole-home 
suppressors can better safeguard your 
sensitive electronics and devices. 

Contact Benton REA at 509-786-
8265 if you want to protect your home 
from power surges. ■

April 6 in Prosser                                                                                                                  
The Green Room at the Princess                  
(1226 Meade Ave.) 11 a.m - 4 p.m.    
April 21 in West Richland                                                                                                            
Municipal Services Building                            
(3100 Belmont Blvd.) 11 a.m - 4 p.m.    
Use sponsor code "BREA" to schedule your 
donation at www.RedCrossBlood.org.

Upcoming 
Blood Drives

http://www.RedCrossBlood.org
https://bentonrea.org/member-programs/surge-protection/
https://bentonrea.org/member-programs/surge-protection/
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https://bentonrea.org/outages-and-safety/electrical-safety-and-811/

