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82nd Annual Membership Meeting 

Leona Libby Middle School 

West Richland, WA  99353 

 

Saturday, July 13, 2019 

 

The 82nd annual membership meeting of members of the Benton Rural Electric Association was 

held at the Leona Libby Middle Scholl pursuant to due and regular notice mailed on June 1st, 

2019.  Registration began at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Two Hundred Seventeen (217) memberships were registered and approximately five-hundred 

thirty-six (536) people were in attendance, including guests. 

 

The business meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm by President Michael Freepons.  The 

meeting followed the format of the meeting agenda passed out to the registrants. 

 

An invocation was given by Pastor Dustin Meyers. 

 

The Columbia River Young Marines presented the American flag and led those in attendance in 

the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

President Michael Freepons requested a moment of silence for those who have passed on during 

this last year. 

 

President Michael Freepons called for final ballots for trustee election. 

 

President Freepons asked for a motion to adopt the Special Rules.  A motion was accepted from 

the floor.  The motion carried. 

 

President Freepons announced that Derek Miller and Jeff Ekrut would be acting as sergeants of 

arms at the meeting. 

 

Troy Berglund thanked all of the volunteers who worked at the annual meeting.  Troy also 

recognized all of the vendors who had donated prizes for the meeting and explained the prize 

drawing process. 

 

General Counsel Terry Mundorf introduced all of the members of the Benton REA Board of 

Trustees that were in attendance at the meeting. 

 

General Manager Mike Bradshaw introduced the guests that were in attendance at the meeting. 

 

Troy Berglund announced the guessing game winners and the poster contest winners. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer Catherine Russell announced that the minutes of the Benton REA Annual 

Meeting from last year had been posted around the room and had been approved by the Board of 

Trustees, but they are subject to being changed by the membership.  None of the members 

requested any changes to be made to the 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer Russell read the notice of meeting and proof of mailing from Ruralite. 
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Secretary/Treasurer Russell gave the secretary’s report for the year. 

 

President Freepons gave the president’s report. 

 

President Freepons announced that the registration list will be used as the attendance roll for the 

82nd annual membership meeting. 

 

President Freepons called for Unfinished Business.  No Unfinished Business was brought before 

the membership. 

 

President Freepons called for New Business.  No New Business was brought before the 

membership. 

 

Troy Berglund introduced the recipients of the Benton REA $8,000 scholarships, Kate Whalen, 

Joel Kartchner, Parker Johnson, Skyler Younkin and Emily Bonus. 

 

Troy Berglund introduced the Benton REA Youth Tour Recipients, Michelle Bolling and Nathan 

Shibley. 

 

General Counsel Mundorf chaired the next order of business, which was the election of Trustees 

for Districts #1, #2 and #3.  All Districts were running uncontested with Buddy Treadway 

running for District #1, Mike Freepons for District #2 and Bob Evans running for District #3.  

General Counsel Mundorf appointed an election inspector committee to oversee counting of 

ballots received at the meeting.  

 

A question and answer forum was then conducted by General Manager Bradshaw.  There were 

no written questions submitted.  Questions were then taken from the floor and answered.   

 

General Counsel Mundorf read the results of the trustee election.  The following individuals 

received the highest number of votes cast for their respective districts: 

 

District #1 – Buddy Treadway 

District #2 – Mike Freepons 

District #3 – Bob Evans 

 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the President asked for a motion to 

adjourn the meeting.  A motion was accepted from the floor.  The motion carried, and the 

meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.  

 

_____________________________ 

Michael Freepons, President 

 

 

______________________________ 

Catherine Russell, Secretary 

 

 

______________________________ 

Missy Jasso, Recording Secretary 


