
June 2020 Benton REA 1

High  Voltage NewsHigh  Voltage News

Michael Freepons  
President
District 2

Connie Krull
Vice President
District 7

Catherine Russell 
Secretary/Treasurer
District 8

Buddy Treadway 
Trustee, District 1

Bob Evans
Trustee, District 3

Ron Johnson
Trustee, District 4 

Tim Grow
Trustee, District 5

Scott Fisher 
Trustee, District 6

General Manager
Michael J. Bradshaw
mikeb@bentonrea.org

Your Benton REA
Board of Trustees

In This Issue

June 2020

II

     P.O. Box 1150, Prosser, WA 99350 • 509-786-2913 • 800-221-6987 • www.BentonREA.org

1  2020 Trustee Election 
Candidates

  2    Kids' Electrical Safety 
Poster Contest, 

 Blood Drive June 30
 3  Member Survey, 
 Go Beyond the Card

4  Electric and Plug-In 
Hybrid Vehicle Incentive

Members in districts 4, 5 and 6 will receive ballots in June
2020 Trustee Ballots Due July 10

Benton REA is governed 
by eight trustees who 
each represent a district of 
members. These trustees are 
elected by you—Benton REA 
members—to serve three-year 
terms.

Members who live in 
districts 4, 5 and 6 will receive 
a ballot in June for the trustee 
election. Each membership 
receives one vote.

Members may submit their 
vote by returning a completed 
ballot in the envelope provided 
with the mailing. Mailed 
ballots must be received by 
July 10 to be counted.

Turn to page 4 in your 
June Ruralite to read a short 
biography of these four 
candidates. 

Call 509-786-8260 for 
questions regarding the 
election or how to vote.

Ron Johnson
District 4 (uncontested)

West Richland & Surrounding Rural Areas

Tim Grow
District 5 (uncontested)

Sunnyside Area

Scott Fisher
District 6 (incumbent)

Mabton & Rimrock Areas

Tina Randles
District 6

Mabton & Rimrock Areas

Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their members, who actively participate in 
setting policies and making decisions. Trustees are elected from among the membership and are 
accountable to the membership. In primary cooperatives, members have equal voting rights (one 
member, one vote); cooperatives at other levels are organized in a democratic manner.

Democratic Member Control
THE SECOND COOPERATIVE PRINCIPLE

Don't know what 
district you live in?
Contact Benton REA's billing 
department at 509-786-2913 to 
find out. ■
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If your electricity is out for more than a 
few minutes:
•  Check your breaker box to see if a 
circuit breaker has tripped.
•  Check to see if your neighbors have 
power.
•  Report Benton REA outages by calling 
800-221-6987 or use the SmartHub app.

COOPERATIVE INFORMATION
BENTON RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Prosser Office
402 7th St. | P.O. Box 1150 

Prosser, WA 99350 
509-786-2913 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

West Richland Office
6095 West Van Giesen St.  
West Richland, WA 99353 

509-967-2921
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Toll Free: 800-221-6987
www.BentonREA.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

MEMBER SERVICES
This newsletter is produced by the Benton REA 
Member Services and Economic Development 
Department.

Elecia Copenhaver, Marketing and Communications 

Coordinator

Troy Berglund, Community Development and Member 

Relations Manager

Shannon Olsen, Assistant Community Development 

and Member Relations Manager

May Hays, Community Relations Coordinator

Ron Mitchell, Electrical Advisor

Eric Miller, Energy Advisor

IS YOUR POWER OUT?

Posters are due June 19 for this year’s 
Electrical Safety Poster Contest.

All elementary-age children whose 
parents or guardians are Benton REA 
members with active electric accounts 
are eligible. Prizes will be distributed 
in July.

For more information, call 509-786-
8265 or email rmitchell@bentonrea.org.

Prizes Awarded for Each Category:
• 1st place, $50
• 2nd place, $25
• 3rd place, $15
• Honorable mention, $10 

Age Categories:
• Kindergartners and 1st graders
• 2nd and 3rd graders
• 4th and 5th graders

Entries Must Include the Following on the 
Back of the Poster: 

• Child’s name
• Address
• Phone number
• Child’s school
• Parent/guardian’s name

Mail Completed Posters to:
Benton REA, Attn: Poster Contest
P.O. Box 1150, Prosser, WA 99350

Contest Rules:
• Parents and/or guardians must 

be members of Benton REA and 
have an active electric account.

• All poster entries must have an 
electrical safety theme.

• The poster must be 8½ inches by 
11 inches or larger.

• Posters may be crafted using 
watercolors, tempura, crayons, 
markers, powder paint, oil paint, 
ink, acrylics, charcoal or paper 
cutouts.

• The poster must be the complete 
work of the student. ■

Kids’ Electrical Safety Poster Contest

Apprentice Lineworker Curtis Bohlke donates blood at 
a Benton REA hosted blood drive in 2019.

Sign Up for June 30 
Blood Drive
A blood drive is scheduled for June 
30 at the Benton REA West Richland 
office at 6095 W. Van Giesen St. 

According to the American Red 
Cross, thousands of blood drives 
were cancelled this spring due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including one of 
Benton REA's drives in March due to 
the temporary office closure.

The need for this gift of life is still 
great. 

At the time of publication, Benton 
REA offices remain closed to the public 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. If 
Benton REA offices are closed on June 
30, our community room will be open 
for the blood drive.

 The Red Cross continues to monitor 
the evolving situation. It is committed 
to operating blood drives in the safest 
way possible.

At each blood drive, Red Cross 
staff follow the highest standards of 
safety and infection control. They have 
implemented additional precautions, 
such as:

▶ Checking the temperature of all 
staff, volunteers and donors before 
entering the blood drive. If anyone 
has a temperature greater than 99.5 
degrees, they will not be able to 
enter.
▶ Wearing gloves throughout the 
drive and changing them often.
▶ Wearing facemasks according to 
CDC public guidelines.
▶ Enhancing disinfecting by asking 
donors to use hand sanitizer before 
and during the donation process.
▶ Practicing social distancing by 
allowing 6-feet between donor areas.
Anyone who wishes to donate blood 

at the June 30 drive, must not have 
donated whole blood after May 5, 2020. 

To schedule a donation at Benton 
REA’s West Richland community room 
on June 30, visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and use sponsor code BREA or call 
509-781-6753. ■
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Member Satisfaction Survey Coming
A randomly selected group of members 
will receive a postcard this month 
asking them to complete a Benton REA 
satisfaction survey. If you receive one, 
please take 10 minutes or less to answer 
our questions. 

Each year, Benton REA seeks to 
understand our members' satisfaction 
with the cooperative to improve 
customer service, reliability and the 
quality of our programs and services. 
One way to learn how Benton REA is 

perceived is through a survey.
"We always encourage member 

feedback," says General Manager 
Michael Bradshaw. "Please don't wait 
for the survey to arrive if you wish to 
comment positively or negatively about 
our service. Just give us a call." 

In addition to the postcard, some 
members will receive an email with 
a link to the online survey. Members 
who choose not to complete the survey 
may receive a phone call from the 

survey company. 
Benton REA employees will not see 

or hear individual survey responses in 
order to keep the survey anonymous.

"Thank you in advance for giving 
your time and thoughts," Bradshaw 
says. "I look forward to hearing what 
you have to say." 

If you have questions about the 
survey, please call 509-786-8265 or 
email memberservices@bentonrea.org. 
■
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Electric and Plug-In Hybrid Vehicle 
Incentives Now Available
Download the application at BentonREA.org/Electric-Vehicles
Members can now receive up to 
$100 from Benton REA towards the 
purchase of an electric vehicle. 

In April, the Benton REA Board 
of Trustees voted to approve the new 
incentive program, rewarding those 
members who choose to reduce their 
tailpipe carbon emissions and purchase 
electricity to fuel their daily driver. 

Incentive Requirements
Members will receive $100 for vehicles 
purchased before a Level 2 charger 
has been installed in their home or 
business where the vehicle will be 
charged. Members can still receive 
$50 if the vehicle was purchased after 
a Level 2 charger was installed. Plug-
in-hybrid vehicles qualify for a $25 
incentive. 

To receive the incentive, members 
must allow Benton REA to install an 
AMI (Advanced Meter Infrastructure) 
or equivalent automated meter on their 
home or business where the vehicle will 
be charged. Benton REA will use the 
automated meter to study the impact 
of electric vehicles on the cooperative's 
electrical system. 

All-electric vehicles can create a large 
demand on the electrical transformer 
and equipment powering homes 
and businesses. To prevent outages 
caused by stressing the capacity of 
transformers, Benton REA engineers 
will monitor the load through the AMI 
meters.

An AMI meter is not required for the 
plug-in-hybrid vehicle incentive because 
these vehicles do not significantly 
add to the overall home or business's 
electrical demand.

Electric vehicle and plug-in hybrid 
incentive applications are available at 
BentonREA.org/Electric-Vehicles or by 
calling 509-786-8265. Upon approval, a 
check for the incentive amount will be 
mailed to the member.

Level 2 Charger Incentive and Loan 
Program
If you wish to install a Level 2 charger, 

Benton REA offers a $300 rebate and a 
loan for up to $2,000.

Installing a Level 2 (240 volt), smart 
electric vehicle charger in your home or 
business will significantly increase the 
speed of charging your electric vehicle. 
The Level 2 devices charge an electric 
vehicle in 8 to 10 hours, as opposed to 
the 24 hours it takes a Level 1 charger.

To qualify, Benton REA members 
must set the charging delay to after 10 
p.m. This helps prevent adding to the 
peak electric load on the system and 

still gives enough charge overnight for 
your morning commute. 

For more information about electric 
vehicles or for answers to your 
questions about these programs, visit 
BentonREA.org/Electric-Vehicles. ■


