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The Time Is Now to Save the 
Lower Snake River Dams

At the time of publication, 
the release date for the 
Columbia River Systems 
Operations environmental 
impact statement is scheduled 
for February 28. A 45-day 
public comment period begins 
immediately upon release of 
this statement, which will 
impact the future of the four 
lower Snake River dams. 

Benton REA asks members 
to speak up and support the 
lower Snake River dams.

What Is the EIS?
The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, Bureau 
of Reclamation and 
the Bonneville Power 
Administration are preparing 
an environmental impact 
statement in accordance with 
the National Environmental 
Policy Act on operations, 
maintenance and 
configurations for 14 federal 
projects in the Columbia 
River System in the interior 
Columbia River Basin.

The final EIS may suggest 
tearing down the four lower 
Snake River dams—a potential 
loss of 3,000 MW of electricity 

in Eastern Washington we 
can’t afford to lose.

It’s Time to Take Action
Your input during the 45-day 
comment period is critical to 
ensure the future of low-cost, 
carbon-free electricity in the 
Northwest.

Before April 13, please take 
a few minutes to submit your 
comments in support of the 
lower Snake River dams to the 
federal action agencies.

Check Your Mailbox
In March, look in your 
mailbox for a letter from 
Benton REA. 

We've drafted a sample 
message you may use to 
comment on the draft EIS. 
Add your comments or 
simply sign your name and 
mail it to Benton REA in the 

postage-paid envelope. Benton 
REA will gather these and 
mail or hand-deliver them to 
the federal agencies drafting 
the final EIS.

Comment by Mail
If you'd rather send your 
comments directly to the 
public agencies, mail them to:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Attn: CRSO EIS
P.O. Box 2870
Portland, OR 97208-2870

Postmark your letter by 
April 6 to ensure it arrives 
before the end of the comment 
period.

Comment Online
A comment form can be 
found at www.crso.info where 
you can draft and send your 
comments about the report. 

If you need inspiration, look 
for the letter we'll mail you 
this month, view our website 
or see page 29 of your March 
Ruralite magazine. ■
For more information, videos and links 
to helpful resources about the lower 
Snake River dams, visit BentonREA.org/
SnakeRiverDams. 

Speak up and support the lower Snake River dams!
BentonREA.org/SnakeRiverDams

www.crso.info
https://ruralite-brea-or.newsmemory.com/
www.BentonREA.org/SnakeRiverDams
www.bentonrea.org/snakeriverdams
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If your electricity is out for more than a 
few minutes:
• Check your breaker box to see if a
circuit breaker has tripped.
• Check to see if your neighbors have
power.
• Report Benton REA outages by calling
800-221-6987 or use the SmartHub app.

COOPERATIVE INFORMATION
BENTON RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Prosser Office
402 7th St. | P.O. Box 1150 

Prosser, WA 99350 
509-786-2913 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

West Richland Office
6095 West Van Giesen St.  
West Richland, WA 99353 

509-967-2921
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Toll Free: 800-221-6987
www.BentonREA.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

MEMBER SERVICES
This newsletter is produced by the Benton REA 
Member Services and Economic Development 
Department.

Elecia Copenhaver, Marketing and Communications 

Coordinator

Troy Berglund, Community Development and Member 

Relations Manager

Shannon Olsen, Assistant Community Development 

and Member Relations Manager

May Hays, Community Relations Coordinator

Ron Mitchell, Electrical Advisor

Eric Miller, Energy Advisor

IS YOUR POWER OUT?

Benton REA is governed by eight 
trustees who each represent a district 
of members. These trustees are elected 
by you—our members—to serve three-
year terms.

Trustees for Districts 4, 5 
and 6 Up For Election
In 2020, the incumbent Benton REA 
Trustees whose terms expire are Ron 
Johnson, District 4; Tim Grow, District 
5; and Scott Fisher, District 6. 

Qualified members can be placed 
on the ballot as candidates for Benton 
REA trustee. Members interested in 
running for the board of trustees must 
contact Missy Jasso, executive assistant, 
by April 1 by calling 509-786-8260. 

Members who live in districts 4, 
5 and 6 will receive a ballot in June. 
Members may mail their ballot or 
bring their ballot to the annual 
meeting. All ballots will be counted, 
and the election results announced at 
the annual meeting July 18.

To find out your trustee district, call 
Benton REA at 509-786-2913.

Candidate Qualifications
Background checks will be performed 
on all board of trustee candidates 
to ensure they meet the following 
qualifications:

• Must be an individual who
receives electrical service from
Benton REA at his or her
primary residence, which is
within the trustee district up for
election. If you are uncertain in
which trustee district you live,
call Benton REA at 509-786-
2913.

• Must have the capacity to enter
legally binding contracts.

• Must have not been convicted of
a felony.

• Is not an incumbent elected
public official, or a candidate for
an elective public office that is a
paid, salaried position.

• Has not been employed by
Benton REA,or a subsidiary of
the association, within the 10
years immediately prior to the
end of the candidate solicitation
period, or is not closer in
consanguinity than the third
degree or less to an incumbent
trustee or to an employee of
Benton REA.

• Can fulfill any other reasonable
qualifications, as determined by
the board of trustees. ■

Nominate Your Neighbor for the 
Benton REA Board of Trustees

Benton REA Trustees, from left, Scott Fisher, Bob Evans, 
Catherine Russell, Ron Johnson, Connie Krull, Mike 
Freepons, Buddy Treadway and Tim Grow.

Benton REA Board Districts

https://www.facebook.com/bentonrea
https://twitter.com/BentonREA
www.smarthubapp.com
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Local Students Selected for     
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour
This summer, Megan Aichele 
and Canon Briggs will represent 
Benton REA as a part of the 2020 
Electric Cooperatives Youth Tour to 
Washington, D.C.

These young women will travel to the 
nation’s capital June 17-24 with about 
30 students from Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho and Alaska. 

During their trip, they will visit 
national monuments and memorials, 
tour Smithsonian museums and meet 
peers from across the nation at the 
Youth Day rally. 

Electric cooperatives across the 
U.S. send their members’ children to 
Washington, D.C., for a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. 

The culmination of Megan and 
Canon’s week of sightseeing will 
be meeting their Washington state 
representatives and senators. There 
they will get to ask questions and 
shake hands with their state’s decision-
makers.

Megan and Canon were selected by 
a committee of Benton REA employees 
after completing an application, 
essay and interview. Last fall, Benton 
REA received 10 applications for the 
Youth Tour—the highest turnout the 
cooperative has seen since it began 
participating in the program in 2016. 

Megan Aichele
Megan is a sophomore at Hanford 
High School. She is the daughter of  
Tamara and David Aichele and lives in 
Benton City.

“I hope to gain a better under-
standing of the rich history our 
country has to offer, despite its youth,” 
Megan says.

Her favorite era of American history 
is World War II. She says it is a hall-
mark of unity and selflessness in 
America.

“From sugar rations to victory 
gardens, this era proved adversity was 
no match for the American spirit,” she 
says.

Megan is excited to meet new people 
from different backgrounds.

“There are so many wonderful 

students going on this trip, and I hope 
I can call many of them friends for 
life,” she says.

After high school, Megan plans 
to study biological or chemical 
engineering. From there, she has her 
sights set on medical school.

“I hope through higher education 
I can pursue a career allowing me to 
help others,” Megan says.

Canon Briggs
Canon is a junior at Hanford High 
School. She is the daughter of Bevan 
and Sara Briggs and lives in West 
Richland.

She applied for the Youth Tour 
because she loves to learn.

“I think history is something best 
learned from the source,” she says. “I 
never thought I would get the chance 
to go to Washington, D.C., so when 
I found out about this, I immediately 
made plans to apply.”

Canon enjoys learning about the 
Revolutionary War. 

“It is amazing to me what American 
colonists were able to accomplish,” 
she says. “I am inspired by their 
determination.”

Canon plans to attend Brigham 
Young University-Idaho to receive her 
bachelor’s degree in special education. 
She also plans to serve a mission for 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

Benton REA is proud to participate 

in the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour. These 
students’ trip expenses are paid for by 
unclaimed Benton REA capital credits 
and do not impact members’ electricity 
rates.

Students from Benton REA, Big Bend 
Electric Cooperative (Ritzville), Tanner 
Electric Cooperative (North Bend) and 
Parkland Light & Water Co. (Tacoma) 
will represent Washington state on the 
Youth Tour. 

Previous Youth Tour delegates from 
Benton REA include Hannah Doyle, 
Tyler Slade, Emily Bonus, Nathan 
Cahoon, Taylor Smith, Nathan Shibley 
and Michelle Bolling.

Learn more about the Electric 
Cooperatives Youth Tour at 
BentonREA.org/Youth. ■ 

Megan Aichele Canon Briggs

www.bentonrea.org/youth
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Benton REA Meter Reader Kevin Kellogg gives blood on 
January 23 at the Benton REA blood drive in Prosser.

Give Blood March 31
Benton REA will host a blood drive 
at the West Richland office March 31 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

In addition to whole blood donations, 
the American Red Cross will accept 
Power Red donations. This type of 
donation uses an automated process 
that separates red blood cells from 
other blood components, then safely 
and comfortably returns plasma and 
platelets to the donor. With a little extra 
time at the appointment, donors can 
give more red cells and increase their 
impact on patients in need. 

Ideal blood types for this donation 

are O positive, O negative, A negative 
and B negative. Male Power Red donors 
must be at least 5 feet, 1 inch tall and 
weigh at least 130 pounds. Female 
Power Red donors must be at least 5 
feet, 5 inches tall and weigh at least 150 
pounds.

Power Red donations take about 90 
minutes, while a normal whole blood 
donation only takes one hour or less.

Walk-ins are welcome, but 
appointments are encouraged. To make 
an appointment, call 509-781-6753 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org and use 
sponsor code BREA. ■

The Arbor Day Foundation has 
designated Benton Rural Electric 
Association 2020 Tree Line USA in 
honor of its commitment to proper 
tree pruning, planting and care in its 
service area.

Tree Line USA, a partnership 
between the foundation and the 
National Association of State Foresters, 
recognizes public and private utilities 
for pursuing practices that protect and 
enhance America’s urban trees. 

Tree Line USA promotes the dual 
goals of delivering safe and reliable 
electricity while maintaining healthy 
community forests.

“Trees are a critical part of urban 
landscapes all across the United 
States,” said Dan Lambe, president 
of the Arbor Day Foundation. “They 
provide important benefits to residents, 
including clean air, clean water and 
a tolerable climate. Service providers 
like Benton REA demonstrate that it’s 
possible for trees and utilities to co-
exist for the benefit of communities 
and citizens.”

Benton REA achieved Tree Line USA 
by meeting five program standards. 
Utilities must follow industry standards 
for quality tree care, provide annual 
worker training in best tree care 
practices, sponsor a tree-planting and 
public education program, maintain 

a tree-based energy conservation 
program and participate in an Arbor 
Day celebration.

To learn how to plant the right tree 
in the right place to avoid interference 
with power lines, electric equipment 
and underground utilities, visit 
BentonREA.org/Trees. 

More information about Tree Line 
USA can be found at arborday.org/
TreeLineUSA. ■ 
The Arbor Day Foundation is a million-member 
nonprofit conservation and education organization 
with the mission to inspire people to plant, nurture 
and celebrate trees. Its recent launch of the Time for 
Trees initiative marks an unprecedented effort to 
plant 100 million trees in forests and communities 
and inspire 5 million tree planters by 2022. More 
information on the foundation and its programs can 
be found at arborday.org.  

Benton REA Named 2020 Tree Line 
USA by Arbor Day Foundation

www.bentonrea.org/trees
www.arborday.org/treelineusa
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=brea
www.arborday.org

