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Applications for Benton REA's 
Youth Tour are available 
online at BentonREA.org/
youth. 

Benton REA will select two 
area students to represent 
the cooperative on an 
all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington, D.C., June 18-25, 
2020. Children of Benton REA 
members who are in their 
sophomore or junior year of 
high school and whose main 
residence is in Benton, Yakima 
or Lewis counties may apply. 

Winners will travel with 
peers from Alaska, Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington. In 
the capital, they will learn 
about cooperatives, meet 
with U.S. representatives 
and senators, visit historic 
memorials and museums and 
observe the inner workings of 
our nation’s government. 

Youth Tour Applications 
Available Online 

Applications are due December 3, 2019

June 18-25, 2020

DOWNLOAD APPLICATIONS AT BENTONREA.ORG/YOUTH

WIN A WEEKLONG TRIP TO 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

Applications are due 
December 3. If you have 
questions about Benton 
REA scholarships or the 

Youth Tour program, email 
memberservices@bentonrea.
org or call 509-786-8265. ■

New and Improved Rebates 
Begin October 1
Starting October 1, new 
rebates are available for 
Benton REA members who 
buy and install new, energy 
efficiency home upgrades.

Incentives have increased for 
the purchase of Energy Star 
clothes washers and dryers, 
heat pump water heaters, 
energy-efficient windows and 
insulation.

Visit BentonREA.org/rebates 
for the entire list of available 

rebates. Before you make 
major upgrades to your home, 
such as buying a new HVAC 
system or appliances, contact 
Benton REA. Our energy 
experts will help you save 
money as you apply for rebates 
and use less electricity each 
month.

Download rebate forms 
at BentonREA.org/rebates. 
Call 509-786-8265 or email 
memberservices@bentonrea.

org with your rebate and 
energy efficiency questions. ■
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Benton REA will host the second of 
two community and employee blood 
drives with the American Red Cross 
on October 24 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Benton REA Prosser office. 
The first blood drive was August 8. It 
resulted in 25 donations. 

More than half of the 27 people who 
gave or attempted to give blood that 
day did so for the first time. 

“I would like to thank you for your 
awesome blood drive,” says Shana 
Loomis, Red Cross account manager. 
“Twenty-five units has the potential to 
save up to 75 lives.”
 Donors of all blood types are needed, 
especially those with types O negative, 
B negative and A negative. According 
to the Red Cross, type O negative is 
the universal blood type, which can be 
safely transfused to anyone and is often 
used to treat trauma patients. 

“Hosting a blood drive coincides 

with the cooperative principle of 
Concern for Community,” says Benton 
REA General Manager Mike Bradshaw. 
“With a simple blood donation, we 
have the ability to help save the life of 
someone who could be a co-worker, 
loved one or neighbor.”

Blood is routinely transfused to 
patients with cancer and other diseases, 
premature babies, organ transplant 
recipients and trauma victims, 
according to the Red Cross. 

“The short amount of time it takes to 
donate can mean a lifetime to a patient 
with a serious medical condition,” 
Mike says. “We urge Benton REA 
members to join us in the selfless act of 
giving blood.” 

For more information or to donate 
at the October 24 blood drive, call 
509-781-6753 or sign up online at 
redcrossblood.org with sponsor code 
BREA. ■

If your electricity is out for more than a 
few minutes:
•  Check your breaker box to see if a 
circuit breaker has tripped.
•  Check to see if your neighbors have 
power.
•  Report Benton REA outages by calling 
800-221-6987 or use the SmartHub app.

COOPERATIVE INFORMATION
BENTON RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Prosser Office
402 7th St. | P.O. Box 1150 

Prosser, WA 99350 
509-786-2913 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

West Richland Office
6095 West Van Giesen St.  
West Richland, WA 99353 

509-967-2921
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Toll Free: 800-221-6987
www.BentonREA.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

MEMBER SERVICES
This newsletter is produced by the Benton REA 
Member Services and Economic Development 
Department.

Elecia Copenhaver, Marketing and Communications 

Coordinator

Troy Berglund, Community Development and Member 

Relations Manager

Shannon Olsen, Assistant Community Development 

and Member Relations Manager

May Hays, Community Relations Coordinator

Ron Mitchell, Electrical Advisor

Eric Miller, Energy Advisor

IS YOUR POWER OUT?

Benton REA Lineworker Marty Homan 
donates blood at the Benton REA blood 
drive in West Richland on August 8. 

Blood Donors Needed October 24
Schedule a Blood Donation

Call 509-781-6753 or 
use sponsor code BREA at redcrossblood.org 

Thursday, October 24, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
402 7th St., Prosser

The Co-op Advantage
October is Co-op Month. As an electric distribution cooperative, Benton REA is 
proud to serve our member-owners with the cooperative advantage.

• Electric co-ops are community-focused organizations that deliver safe, reliable 
and affordable energy to their consumer-members. 

• Benton REA is unique because we belong to the communities we serve. The co-
op is led by its members, which gives us a unique understanding of the needs of 
our local communities. Many of our leaders and employees live right here in the 
community and are members of the co-op—just like you!

• Because we answer to local members rather than far-away shareholders, we’re 
able to respond quickly to the changing needs of our community. We also share 
excess revenue with our members because we’re not-for-profit. 

• Even though we’re locally owned and operated, we cooperate with other electric 
cooperatives across the country to develop new technologies, invest in equipment 
and infrastructure, and assist with major outages. This type of collaboration 
allows us to address complex challenges while remaining true to our local roots. 

• Benton REA was built by the community, belongs to the community and 
continues to be led by the community—that’s the cooperative difference. ■
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There’s a vampire on the loose. 
Similar to the living dead, “vampire” 
appliances use electricity even when 
they are “off” by going into standby 
mode. 

According to the U.S. Department 
of Energy, vampire appliances and 
electronics account for 10% of energy 
used in the average home. These 
vampires are taking a bite out of your 
wallet and using unnecessary energy, 
but there’s no need to stock up on 
garlic. 

Vampire power—also known as 
standby power and phantom load—can 
be defeated as easily as pulling a few 
plugs. For example, your cellphone 
charging cord draws a current all 

the time, even when your phone isn’t 
plugged in. Other devices include 
your rechargeable electric toothbrush, 
microwaves, computers, TVs and 
gaming consoles. If the cord is warm 
when you get home from work, then 
it’s been using electricity, even if it has 
nothing to charge.  

Take a stab at slaying this monster 
with these three easy tips:

1. Identify which electronic devices 
drain power when not in use by 
feeling the cord or battery to see if 
it’s warm.

2. Unplug electronics when you 

aren’t using them.  
3. Plug in to a surge protector or 

power strip and turn off the strip 
when you disconnect your device. 
Consider buying a smart power 
strip, which can automatically 
turn off energy vampires when 
they’re not in use.  

In addition to saving money and 
conserving electricity, unplugging your 
devices may also protect them from 
harm, as the excess heat can damage 
the battery over time. The ideal is to 
keep the battery between 20% and 95% 
charged. ■

Eliminate an energy monster and save money
Be a Vampire Slayer

It’s no trick that Northwest 
hydropower can generate enough 
electricity to power 14 Seattle-sized 
cities—treating the region to reliable, 
renewable energy for more than a 
century. 

From integrating other types of 
renewable energy to being a carbon-
free power source, it’s almost scary 
how many benefits hydropower 
provides the Northwest. Learn more at 
https://go.usa.gov/xErM2. ■

Hydro 
Flows Here
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October is National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month. Did you know that 
you are your own first line of defense 
against cybersecurity threats?         

The energy sector continues to be 
a target for cyberattacks, and will 
continue to face threats that target 
utility employees, supply chains and 
partners. It is critical that Benton REA 
and its members stay vigilant.

Ransomware, credential theft, 
phishing emails and other attempts at 
cybercrime are no longer a question of 
if, but when. Anyone with a password 
is a possible access point into your 
systems. 

Here are some simple things you 
can do to protect your systems from 
cybersecurity threats.  

Keep Your Defenses Up!
• Make sure all your computer 
software—including your web 
browser—is updated with the latest 
version. Keeping software up to date 
ensures security patches being deployed 
can succeed in blocking cyberthreats.
• Create a strong password and keep 
it private. A poor password, even at 
nine characters, can be cracked almost 
instantly. But, it can take centuries to 
crack a good password of 12 or more 
mixed characters.
• Treat all Wi-Fi networks as a 
potential security risk. Never check 
financial or other sensitive accounts 
when using public Wi-Fi. Encrypt 
sensitive data when using a public Wi-
Fi network. 

Don’t Fall for Phishing
• Be on the lookout for emails, phone 
calls and other messages that try to 
gain access to your information. If it 
sounds too good to be true, it probably 
is. If something seems off, trust your 
instinct and don’t reply or open 

attachments in these emails.
• Think before you click! Don’t click 
links or attached files in emails or text 
messages from senders you don’t know. 
Even if you do know the sender, hover 
over the link and check the sending 
email address before you click, as 

someone could be spoofing them.
There are many ways to spot a 

phishing scam. Visit StaySafeOnline.
org to learn about them. Remember, 
you are the first line of defense against 
cybersecurity threats. ■

Cybersecurity Starts With All of Us


