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If you are struck by the 
amount of screens, gaming 
controls, charging stations 
and cords that have become 
fixtures in your home, 
you're not alone. The typical 
American family is well 
connected and owns a variety 
of electronic devices. 

Consumer electronics 
coupled with the growing 
array of smart home 
appliances and technology 
have slowly, but steadily, 
changed our homes and 
lifestyles. The increased 
reliance on our many devices 
has new implications for home 
energy use and efficiency.

Using Smart Technology to 
Manage Energy Savings
So, how can we save energy 
when we are using more 
electronic devices than ever? 
The answer may lie with those 
same electronic devices that 
have become indispensable 
to modern living. In many 
cases, energy savings is a 
touchscreen away as more 
apps enable you to monitor 
energy use, including Benton 
REA's SmartHub.

From the convenience of 
your mobile device, smart 
technologies can maximize 
your ability to manage 
electricity use across several 
platforms—controlling your 
thermostat, appliances, water 
heater, home electronics 
and other devices. One of 
the easiest ways to make an 
impact on energy efficiency is 

with a smart thermostat. 
Using your mobile device, 

you can monitor your energy 
use and adjust the settings 
accordingly. Some smart 
thermostats automatically 
adjust your heating and 
cooling settings to keep pace 
with changes in household 
routines while saving energy.

You can also buy Energy 
Star-certified appliances. 
Many include smart-
technology features, such as 
refrigerators that can tell you 
when maintenance is required 
or when a door has been left 
open. 

Old School Savings for New Tools
Time-tested methods of 
energy efficiency can still be 
applied. 

Computers, printers, phones 
and gaming consoles are 
notorious “vampire power” 

users, meaning they drain 
energy when not in use. 
If items can be turned off 
without disrupting your 
lifestyle, consider plugging 
them into a power strip that 
can be turned on and off or 
placed on a timer.

Smart power strips use 
infrared or motion sensors 
and automatically turn off 
power to devices when no one 
is home to use them. 

While modern life involves 
greater dependence on 
technology, your best resource 
for saving energy and money 
remains your electric co-op. 

Regardless of your level of 
technical expertise, Benton 
REA can provide guidance on 
energy savings based on your 
account information, energy 
use, weather patterns and 
factors unique to you. ■

The Modern Family’s Devices
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IF YOUR ELECTRICITY IS OUT FOR MORE 
THAN A FEW MINUTES:

CHECK YOUR BREAKER BOX TO SEE IF A 
CIRCUIT BREAKER HAS TRIPPED. 
THEN, CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR 
NEIGHBORS HAVE POWER.

REPORT BENTON REA OUTAGES BY 
CALLING 800-221-6987 OR VIA THE 
SMARTHUB APP.

EV Special Rebate Expires April 1

COOPERATIVE INFORMATION
BENTON RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

Prosser Office
402 7th St. | P.O. Box 1150 

Prosser, WA 99350 
509-786-2913 

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri., 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

West Richland Office
6095 West Van Giesen St.  
West Richland, WA 99353 

509-967-2921
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Toll Free: 800-221-6987
www.BentonREA.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

MEMBER SERVICES
This newsletter is produced by the Benton REA 
Member Services and Economic Development 
Department.

Elecia Copenhaver, Marketing and 

Communications Coordinator

Troy Berglund, Community Development and 

Member Relations Manager

Shannon Olsen, Assistant Community Development 

and Member Relations Manager

May Hays, Community Relations Coordinator

Ron Mitchell, Electrical Advisor

Eric Miller, Energy Advisor

Nissan North America Inc. is offering 
Benton REA members a special 
incentive toward the purchase of the 
all-new, 100 percent electric Nissan 
Leaf. With each qualified purchase, 

eligible buyers can receive a $3,500 
rebate off MSRP plus eligibility for a 
federal EV tax credit up to $7,500. State 
incentives may also be available.

Visit BentonREA.org/EV and 

download the two-page flyer. Take a 
copy of the flyer, front and back pages, 
along with your monthly Benton 
REA electric bill to your participating 
Nissan dealership.

This offer expires April 1, 2019, 
and cannot be combined with other 
Nissan special incentives. Residency 
restrictions apply. Read the flyer for 
full discount details. ■

IS YOUR POWER OUT?
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Three Trustee Districts 
Open for Nominations
Benton REA is governed by eight 
trustees who each represent a district 
of members. These trustees are elected 
by you, our members, to serve a three-
year term. 

In 2019, the three incumbent trustees 
up for election are Buddy Treadway, 
District 1; Mike Freepons, District 2; 
and Bob Evans, District 3.

Represent Your District
Any qualified member can be placed 
on the ballot as a Benton REA trustee 
candidate. Candidate qualifications are 
listed below. 

Members interested in running for 
the board of trustees must contact 
Missy Jasso, executive assistant, by 
Monday, April 1 by calling 509-786-
8260. 

Members who live in Districts 1, 2 
and 3 will receive a ballot in June. They 
may either mail in their completed 
ballot or bring it to the annual 
meeting. All ballots will be counted, 
and trustee election results will be 
announced at the Benton REA annual 
meeting Saturday, July 13.

Board Meeting, Agendas and Minutes
The board of trustees typically meets 
the last Wednesday of the month at     
6 p.m. in Prosser. 

Agendas for upcoming board 
meetings are available to members 
upon request no earlier than six days 

Mike Freepons 
District 2 Trustee / 
President
Prosser Area

Bob Evans
District 3 Trustee
Horse Heaven and East 
Rosa 

Buddy Treadway
District 1 Trustee 
West Richland

Trustee Candidate Qualifications
● Must be an individual who receives 
electrical service from Benton REA 
at his or her primary residence and 
which is located within the trustee 
district that is up for election. If you 
are uncertain which trustee district 
you reside in, please call Benton REA 
at 509-786-8260.
● Must have the capacity to enter 
legally binding contracts.

● Must have not been convicted of a 
felony.
● Is not an incumbent elected public 
official, or a candidate for an elective 
public office, that is a paid, salaried 
position.
● Has not been employed by 
Benton REA, or a subsidiary of the 
Association within the 10 years 
immediately prior to the end of the 
candidate solicitation period, or is 

not closer in consanguinity than the 
third degree or less to an incumbent 
trustee or to an employee of Benton 
REA. 
● Can fulfill any other reasonable 
qualifications as determined by the 
board of trustees.
Background checks will be performed 
on all board of trustee candidates to 
assure they meet all qualifications. ■

prior to the board meeting. Minutes 
of prior board meetings are available 
to members upon request. To 
request board agendas or minutes, 
visit a Benton REA office, email 
priorityrequests@bentonrea.org or 
call 509-786-2913. ■
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